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Burgit GOttMAnN & Gunter GOtLMaNN, - Die Gelbhauchunke: von der Suhle zur Radspur. Bcleicld,
Laurenti Verlag, Betheft der Zevschrift fier Feldherpetologre, 4, 2002 1-135, 35 figures and 4 tables.
Softbound. ISBN 3-933066-10-7

Andrea Amirocio & Luca Gient — # tritone alpestre. Tassonimia. Distribuzione. Sviluppo. Ecologia.
Etologia. Protezione Cavriago, Planorbis, 1998, 1-64 Softbound

In the series of monographies on Eusopean amphibians, a book on the yellow-bellied toad, Bonthina
variegata (Linnaeus, 1758) was missing. This specics seems to be particularly endangered and many
populations have disappeared in the kst decades, A summary of our hnowledge on these toads should be
an important aid for conservation biologists and environmentalists.

The book by B.rgit & Gunter GoLLMANN 1 written .n German language. [t 1s original in adding to
the known data from the lnerature many new and unpublished observations. The review 1s clearly
documented by references and accompanied by many figures. Specimens and habitats are presented m
colour photos.

The phylogeny, taxonomy and sy\lemduu are reviewed shortly Dam on s1ze vanation dnd colour
vaniation try to describe the lar, between cies, whose
relationstups have been mvestigated by various methods The phenomenon of hybridization w.m the
sister taxon Bombma bombuma (Linnacus, 1761) 1s shortly presented

Habitat of the species mcludes breedmng places, hibernation and aestivation areas. B vuricgata shows
a lurge scale of breedmg environments which nclude secondary habitats as road ditehes and lairs, bat
many other kinds of small water bodies. Not much 1s known on aestnation and hibernation places.

Yellow-bethed toads are then presented as predators and vicums, gnang ists of prey and predators
but also treating the behaviour of the toads. A nice descnption tries 1o elucidate form and (unction of the
“Unhenreflex”™ B sart gata shows anndal and diurnal actnaty cycles, n particalar i the presence of
different life stages in the habitat, and 1n relation to reproduction. Like in most anurans the bulk of data
avarlab.e concerns reproduction place and date, regulation, mating call — or advertisement call as 1t
should better be named , amplexus, egglaying. 11s particularly dillicult 10 obtain smple data hke utch
awze 0 ese toads, as they ky cgas m several patches. Observations of mulLple breeding were made both
1 mates and females Embryoni and larval development are described. providing data on morphology.
nutrston, miluence of temperature and density, as well as results rom competition experiments. Finally
various aspects of metamorphosis are discussed 1o conclude the description of the hfe cycle

Anmteresting part of the book presents the spatial distoibution of the toads. Based on observations
of mdnvidual toads  recognised thanks to the particular ventral pattern which 1s un.que and remeains
rather constant throughout the hfe ot a toad . observations of nugraton, chowe of mating plac
smnugration m new habitats, periods spent on bncdmb ponds and hdelity to a certam place are given
This ranes the question of spatial orentation on which 1o recent myestigations have heen made
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Another question concerns longevity, and we learn that individuals of more than 1 years have been
observed 1 the wild, and that these toads may reach 29 years n captivity Sexual and age composition of
toad populations are presented and varmtions between the populations are discussed Population
dynamics of different Lfe history stages show major differences, the early stages bemg particularly
affected by loss.

A chapter on conservation discusses legal situat r of the toads, and causes of Lhreats.
The use of land by man leading to the loss of wetlands 15 mentioned as a major factor Isolation of
smtable habitats, introduction of fish and also pollution might be factors for regression of this species,
The authors claim actions for habitat protection and management in order to protect the yellow-bellied
1oad of alen m should be avorded because 1t leads to genetic
pollution,

In a final chapter. the methodology of study 1s presented in order to encourage the reader o study
these mteresting anmals, This 1s a basic book, for the and the conservationist,
who look for precise data on Bembina varegara, and in particular for the student, as it stimulates
observation and study of these nice and secretive ammals.
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Andrea AMBROGIO and Luca Git L1 published a mice booklet on the Alpine newt, Triurus alpesiris
(Laurenly, 1768) It1s a well done, pleasantly presented book., reflecting the famous Itahan sensc of taste.
Color photos and figures are of lugh quality The pencil sketches recall the notebook of a naturalist All
details of the book are thoroughly drawn, ke the small figures on right top of the nght pages that
illustrates ontogenetical development of the newt

The authors present the species by an introduction 1o 1ts taxonomy and systematics, gmng descrip-
tion of externai of the Italian Then the and alutudinal
of these subspectes are shown and discussed The chapter on the habitat 1s documented by numerous
photos representing as well the ponds and landscapes as the underwater botopes where the newts hve.

In a large chapter on eco-cthology, the feeding bebavior of adults and larvae 1 presented 1 1its
different aspects, such as annudl varation, nuintion 1 water and on land, nutrition of adults and larvae,
composition of diet, but aiso predation of newts. Another aspect shown is the hic history and population
structure of Alpine newts. This chapter 1s by the entation of the species
syntopic with this newt and their daily actity paiterns.

The reproduction of Tritirus alpestres 1s itroduced 1 a well documented part Many color photos
llustrate the deseriptions of the breeding behavior showing the male female nteractions. The whole
sequence s then summarszed and presented i color drawngs. A figure explaiming the particular terms of
the behavior shows small sketches of the movements and thetr names, The chapter finwhes with the
deseription of the cgg-laymg behavior of the female

Then the book follows the ife history of the newt in presentmy 4 chapter on the development, growth
and metamorphosis. Beside normal development and 11s parameters. the particular case of neoteny or
pedomorphosis is desenibed A clear scheme depicts the we eycle of Triturus alpestres

The book finishes on an mpertant aspect, the conservation of the Alpine newt giving the protection
status of the Hahan populations. The content of the book 15 thoroughly documented by the relevant
literature, so that the reader can find origmal publications concerning all subjects

1n summary the book ts an mieresting presentetion of this spectes, 1 particular for the lalan
penmsula 111 wratten in Tadan, but the rich illustrations make st attractye for alt herpetologts. 1 seems,
to be the first booklet of a series from this editor and a sccond on the fire-bellied toads of the genus.
Bomibina 1s announce

- ~oA
©1SSCA 2003 B N
3ot

Source MNHN, Pars



